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occupation itself is reduced until it comes to an end
entirely, it will be possible to reach that true pacification
of the peoples which is also a necessary condition for the
economic restoration which all keenly desire. Such
pacification and restoration are of such great benefit to
the nation, conquerors and conquered, that no sacrifice
seen to be necessary would seem too great in order to
obtain them."
This message caused an immense sensation in France*
All the anti-German parties immediately accused the Pope
of being pro-German. In England similar groups took up
a similar attitude, and in Germany there was much jubila-
tion at the Pope's message. The Action Fraayalsc from that
moment commenced its open enmity to Pope Pius*
While still continuing for a number of years as the leading
paper influencing a large number of Catholics, it gradually
became more and more impossible for the Pope to stand
its jibes. He had already made peace with Franco itself,
and there was now a Nuncio in Paris, and also an Am-
bassador from France at the Vatican,
Monsignor Cerretti had become in Paris a great friend
of many members of the Government, and his respect for
and influence on Monsieur Briand was noticeable. He
returned to Rome to become a cardinal and was succeeded
in 1926 by Monsignor Maglione, who has now returned
himself to Rome, since 1936 also as a cardinal, and many
people think as the future Pope. It was left to Monsignor
Maglione to go through the difficult period when Pope
Pius decided to ban the Action Franfaise, and to excom-
municate its editors*
It is difficult in an English-speaking country to explain
what the break between the Vatican and the leading